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Lorenzo Snow Awards
O u t s ta n d i n g  A c a d e m i c  S t u d e n t s

These awards go to students from each division due to their academic accomplishments, 
college and community involvement, and outstanding involvement and achievement in 

their academic divisions.

O u t s ta n d i n g  B u s i n e s s  a n d 
A p p l i e d  T e c h n o l o g y  S t u d e n t

R a e g a n n e  A .  H e s t e r
Ms. Hester has worked hard to excel academically before and during her stay at 
Snow College.  Though she maintains high grades, her motivation for learning is 
based in a genuine search for knowledge, acquisition of skills, personal develop-
ment, and making a contribution, rather than just a grade.

Ms. Hester’s pursuit of excellence flows over into two other areas that embody 
the Spirit of Snow – service and leadership – both of which she exhibited in a proj-
ect focusing on increasing community awareness of and fund-raising for the San-
pete Pantry to help alleviate hunger in our area. Every student involved joined a 
team, sometimes even multiple, but Hester could be found working with each and 
every team. She led the way in each area. Hester showed initiative, met with com-
munity and college leaders, took it upon herself to give presentations (complete 
with prizes) for students in numerous classes on campus, and went way above and 
beyond what was expected in support of the project. Additionally, she took a lead-
ership role in helping facilitate and coordinate the efforts of her peers. The proj-
ect was a great success, much of which can be credited to her leadership and drive 
to serve and help others.

Ms. Hester’s “can-do” attitude is rooted in education. From my observations, Ms. 
Hester is friendly and inclusive.  This combined with her pursuit of academic ex-
cellence, spirit of service, and leadership characteristics make her an exemplary 
and worthy candidate for high recognition.

O u t s ta n d i n g  N at u r a l  S c i e n c e 
a n d  M at h e m at i c s  S t u d e n t

J a s m i n e  ( J a y )  J o h n s o n
Jay expressed interest in physics and astrophysics early. She did well in the physics se-
ries for majors and recruited enough other students to carry the Modern Physics 
class this semester.  She also does well in the advanced math courses. 

Jay is currently a student employee of the planetarium, and has been outstanding 
there. She has learned the system extremely well and is great behind the scenes, but 
she is also comfortable enough to host the shows herself, which is rare. She goes 
beyond the call of duty and has made the planetarium, and the planetarium experi-
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ence for attendees, better. She helps with publicity and setup as well. Jay is heavily 
involved in running the Domecraft competition, where student groups can create 
content for the planetarium and compete for prizes.

Jay was elected as the astronomy club president and has run a number of events 
both in the planetarium and outside. She has also participated in activities of the 
Astronomical Association of Sanpete County. Jay recently also became a grader in 
the physics department, and she bends over backwards to help the students whose 
assignments she grades. She goes the extra mile to help students succeed.

Jay has been teaching a CHEM 1115 lab course for the IVC students at Millard this se-
mester; this demonstrates a high level of trust on the part of the chemistry faculty. 
Her enthusiasm for learning is contagious and second-to-none. She asks questions 
about class material and about other things she has read or seen.

Jay is pleasant, friendly, and very helpful. She seems to be at every event and activity 
even if she isn’t in charge. The Snow College faculty is confident that she will suc-
ceed in her chosen field.

O u t s ta n d i n g  H u m a n i t i e s  S t u d e n t

 J u l i a n a  G u t i e r r e z  A r a n g o
Juliana is hard working, dependable, and talented. She excels as a tutor in the writ-
ing lab and academically, is well-loved in her role as an RA, and still manages to be 
very involved in theater. Juliana is from Colombia, but her English is better than 
most of our native Utah students. She jokes that she had to learn English quick-
ly—the next Harry Potter book was going to be released and she simply couldn’t 
wait for the translation. According to Kent Bean, Juliana is one of the top three 
of all tutors he’s ever worked with. Her compassion and spirit constantly shine 
through no matter what role she is in, whether it is on the stage, in the writing 
lab, or as an RA. Not only is Juliana a fantastic leader, but she is also a great writ-
er, and has been published multiple times in Snow College’s literary journal, Weeds. 
She has also won 1st place in Poetry in the 2021 edition of Weeds, and 1st place in 
Fiction in the 2022 edition. There is no doubt that Juliana is an incredibly talented 
and dedicated student that will succeed in whatever she decides to do next.

O u t s ta n d i n g  S o c i a l  & 
B e h av i o r a l  S c i e n c e  S t u d e n t

J a y l e e n  S a n d o va l 
Jayleen is an excellent student in the Social & Behavioral Science Division. She has taken 
a well-rounded selection of classes in sociology, anthropology, history, and political 
science. She is consistently at or near the top of these classes in grades and participation, 
and she regularly recruits other students to take social & behavioral science classes. 
Additionally, her work as a teaching assistant for the Social Science Department has 
been exemplary and helpful to department goals and progress. Jayleen’s professors appre-
ciate that she regularly gives deep and critical thought to socio-cultural issues that 
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affect us all on both a macro and micro level.  She serves as a leader in the Latinos In Ac-
tion Club and the Interfaith Club at Snow College, and she is active in many other areas 
of the campus community. Jayleen’s humor and positive attitude are infectious and well 
known in the Social Science building and classes. Her personal mantra of “Live Your Best 
Life” is not just a slogan she is known for and lives by, but it is an attitude she spreads 
wherever she goes. Jayleen’s genuine concern and empathy for others draw people to 
her, and she reciprocates back with positive energy. She is well deserving of the Lorenzo 
Snow Social & Behavioral Science Outstanding Student Award.

O u t s ta n d i n g  F i n e  A r t s  a n d 
C o m m u n i c at i o n s  S t u d e n t

B a i l e y  B i s h o p
Bailey is a highly motivated student and an amazing artist in progress in the vi-
sual arts. In her three years as an art major at Snow College, she has continually 
demonstrated an impeccable work ethic, she generates authentic and thoughtful 
works of art, and she performs at high levels in all her studies. She exhibits a posi-
tive attitude, always has a smile for each person she encounters, and is a genuinely 
nice person. She is caring and is always willing to help her fellow students with 
technical and personal issues. Bailey will host her solo AFA Thesis Exhibition next 
week and will orally defend her work in Art Talks in a couple of weeks. In addi-
tion to her demanding scholastic studies, she is also a gallery assistant. In this 
capacity she has worked far beyond her job description, and has been instrumen-
tal in making sure that all student exhibitions and professional exhibitions are 
installed professionally and timely. Her patience and perseverance will be missed 
as she leaves to continue her studies at SUU in the Fall. She will be an alumna who 
will make an impact on the art world and who we will invite back to visit in fu-
ture and inspire future students. Bailey is an incredibly deserving candidate for 
this award.

M a l e  At h l e t e  o f  t h e  Y e a r

D r a k e  A l l e n
From a player with zero interest from NCAA D1 school to a player who received over 
20 D1 offers, it has been an incredible journey for Drake at Snow. He has evolved from 
a bench player to the cornerstone of our starting lineup, to All-Conference player, 
to an All-American that led Snow to its most successful season in 50 years.
 
As a freshman, Drake showed glimpses of his explosiveness that gave the team a spark 
off the bench and preview of things to come in his second year. As a sophomore, he 
came into the year as the clear leader and tone setter for the team. His confidence 
and competitiveness were unmatched on the court and helped to push him towards 
success. In Drake’s two years at Snow, he has had a huge impact not only on our bas-
ketball program but his own life as well. I do not think anyone would have predicted 
how far Drake would go, except of course for Drake.  
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There is no doubt that Drake’s leadership on and off the court has a huge role in the 
success of the 2021-2022 Snow Men’s Basketball team. Drake brought energy, tough-
ness, and tenacity to practice and to every game. In our toughest moments we always 
knew we could look to Drake to make a play and help lead our time to victory.  

Drake is one of the most decorated players in Snow College history - 1st team 
All-Conference, NJCAA National Tournament All–Tournament Team, 2nd Team NJCAA 
All-American - and will continue his career at Southern Utah University where he 
will continue to shatter his limits, exceed expectations and be the example of hard 
work and commitment that has gotten him this far.  

F e m a l e  At h l e t e  o f  t h e  Y e a r

K j e r s t i  ( K J )  S t r o n g
It’s a great honor and privilege to have known and coached KJ.  I have known her 
for many years and was fortunate enough to have coached her this last year at Snow. 
She has a drive and commitment for excellence in everything she does. As a student 
athlete, she dedicates the necessary time to balance classes, labs, study halls, weights, 
and volleyball practices. She knows what it takes to be successful, and puts in the 
necessary time, and then some. One example of this is her continued efforts to im-
prove after the regular season ended. Some athletes may “check out” or not work as 
hard. At some optional spring practices that were dedicated to skills not usually as-
sociated with her court position, she would show up and give full effort.

KJ is a natural leader and leads by example. She is positive and caring of those around 
her. When the team was faced with adversity, she had the right thing to say appro-
priate for the challenge at hand. KJ is also just a fun player to be around! To be on 
KJ’s team means you’re going to be competing for a win and have a little fun on the 
way. She often makes those around her laugh, while also doing the work necessary 
to improve. On road trips, she always had a story, or rare fact about the place we were 
travelling to. She had researched it before the trip.
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I n s p i r at i o n a l  S t u d e n t :

This is awarded to recognize a student who, when confronted with a challenging, life-altering 
situation while at Snow College, has demonstrated dedication and determination to overcome 
adversity and persist in attaining a college education.  This person also serves as a role model to 

encourage and inspire others.  

Va l e r i e  J o h n s o n
Valerie Johnson is not the traditional student. She is a wife and mother of three 
children, ages 14, 6, and 3. During fall semester she had some health problems and 
after Christmas was diagnosed with cancer. Valerie was determined—she was not 
going to let cancer stop her from her goals of becoming a nurse. She has a strong, 
never give in, never give up attitude. She was advised by her doctors to take cours-
es online and avoid crowds as much as possible. She switched to online sections 
of her classes, doing assignments and testing during her off-treatment weeks. She 
continued her treatments all through spring semester 2021. After twelve treat-
ments, she kicked cancers butt and is now cancer free. 

Valerie was an A student in her anatomy class fall semester 2021. Her hard work did 
not go unnoticed: she was asked to TA for spring semester 2022. She has taken this 
opportunity to help other students with struggles they may be having in class. 
She has shared her experiences of how important it is to “rise to the challenge” 
with the youth in her community. Valerie was recently accepted to the nursing 
program for fall 2022. She said she learned a lot by observing the nurses in the 
cancer center and can’t wait to serve others in that same manner. She is truly an 
example of the Inspirational Student Award. She has demonstrated dedication and 
determination to overcome adversity and persist in attaining a college education 
despite her cancer diagnosis. She continues to be an inspiration and role model as 
she encourages others.
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B a d g e r  o f  t h e  Y e a r :

This award goes to an individual who has a unique personal style and has made signifi-
cant contributions that have enriched the college’s campus life and positively impacted 

the college and the surrounding community.  

B r a d y  C u r t i s
Brady has been an outstanding example to all students on Snow’s campus. As the 
current Student Body President, he is always doing everything he can to make life 
better for students. From meetings with the Board of Trustees where he gives his 
input to help students, to meetings directly with students to help them solve is-
sues, he is always there. Brady has worked with me (SBO of Diversity and Clubs) all 
year to help create a more diverse, inclusive, and welcoming environment at Snow. 
He is always kind to everyone and anyone on campus, and never hesitates to jump 
on opportunities to help Snow College become a better place.

L o r e n z o  S n o w :
This prestigious recognition is awarded to a student who through dedication and 

disciplined effort has exercised his or her talents and abilities in an extraordinary manner, 
overcoming significant obstacles to achieve excellence in academics, extracurricular 
and campus pursuits. This student exemplifies the very best that Snow College has to 

offer in citizenship, character, and personal accomplishment.

J a s m i n e  ( J a y )  J o h n s o n
 

Jay is currently the only physics major at Snow College. She serves as the president 
of the Astronomy club in addition to providing support to help the community 
learn more about astronomy. She also helps run Domecraft, a competition which 
drives students to go out and beyond what they just learn and put it in practice. 
She aims for the highest degree of academics and deserves the highest recogni-
tion for her efforts. 

In addition to her academics, Jay is always there for her friends. She helps them 
no matter what they are going through. In everything she does, Jay doesn’t just 
aim to make life better for her but prepares a way for future students to succeed 
in their goals as well.



“Snow College continues a tradition of excellence, 

encourages a culture of innovation, and cultivates 

an atmosphere of engagement to advance students in 

the achievement of their educational goals.”

Snow College fulfills this mission by honoring 

its history and advancing its rich tradition of 

learning by providing a vibrant environment that 

empowers students to achieve their educational 

goals, encouraging and supporting innovative 

initiatives that create dynamic learning experiences 

for the college community, and creating learning 

and service opportunities, locally and globally,

to engage students, faculty, staff, and surrounding 

communities.

Zeb White
Julie Erickson

Suzanne Broadbent

Paki Moe
Sam Holder
John Clark

Amy Noblett

Chelsea McEntire
Ken Hansen

Denise Duncan

L o r e n z o  S n o w  A w a r d s  C o m m i t t e e


