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Division: Fine Arts
Department: Dance
Course: DANC 2080
Title: Dance Improvisation
Catalog Description: 

This course is anexploration of spontaneous movement and expression 
through improvisation.  
The student will explore individual andgroup creativity, timing, 
inventiveness, discovery of emotion, and thoughtprocesses. The course 
provides opportunity for both theoretical and practicalexperiences in the 
various aspects of movement improvisation, presentation, research and 
structure in vocal delivery. This course is cross-listed as THEA 2080. 

General Education Requirements: Oral Communications
Semesters Offered: Fall, Spring
Credit/Time Requirement: Credit: 3; Lecture: 3; Lab: 0
Clock/Hour Requirements: 0
Offered for Non-Credit: No
Prerequisites: None

Corequisites: None

Justification: 
Theatre and Dance departmentsoffer this course throughout the state and 
elsewhere. It fills a lower divisioncourse for theatre and dance majors. 
This course is found in lower division course curricula in theatre 
anddance programs nationwide including Brigham Young University (TMA 
223);Louisiana State University (THTR 1025); University of Southern 
California(THTR 122); Brigham Young University (DANC 363); Utah Valley 
University (DANC2330); Southern Utah University (DANC 2080); and Weber 
State University (DANC2410). 

Student Learning Outcomes: 

After completingthe course, the student will have improved skills in the 
following generalbehaviors as measured by self-evaluation, peer 
evaluation, and instructorevaluations. The student will have:

1.    Increased oralcommunication skills
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2.    Increased spontaneityand ability to deal with the unexpected in per
formance

3.    Increasedskills and interaction working as an ensemble group

4.    Increased movementmemory ability

5.    Increasedability for character exploration and expression of the inner se
lf

6.    Increasedunderstanding of improvisation as a process for creating and pe
rforming at the same time

7.    Exploredthe elements of movement: space, time, energy and dynamics

             

Content: 

In order to meetthe demands of theatre, dance and oral communication, this 
course will develop andutilize oral communication skills, movement 
expressions and theatricalpresentations. It will draw from the following 
improvisational exercises andconcepts:

                 Improvisational and movement exercises, concepts, and 
techniques, along with presentational and oral delivery 
skills, will be explored.  

                Each student will be given opportunity nearly everyday of 
the semester to participate in improvisational exercises 
and make oral presentations.  
This will facilitate the development of each student's 
personal delivery, spontaneity and presentational skills.

                Students will be given opportunity to work in both small and large group improvisational dance and vocal exercises.  This will help them develop better movement memory ability and better ensemble interactions.                Improvisational rules and terminology will be taught by both theory and practice. Concentration skills, sensory exercises, spontaneity tasks, awareness and verbal wit will be developed to help actors, dancers and speakers in a variety of creative and performance opportunities.  Exercises will be selected with objectives that aid in character exploration and the expression of the inner self.                Course assignments will include research into current improvisational practice.  Each student will be assigned to locate and select appropriate improvisational exercises.  They will be required to locate, learn, develop, teach and present assigned exercises to the class in the form of effective introductions to audience and fellow cast members, logical transitions from one aspect to another (development of the exercise objectives, and an effective conclusion identifying when the appropriate conclusion is met.                  Students will be given opportunities to research, study, develop and participate in Laban  technique, movement exercises, exploration of time, space, energy and contact improvisation.General Education Outcomes: 3) Speak effectively in a variety of contexts. Students will be expected to participate in individual or group presentations on almost a daily basis. The very nature of improvisational exercises will mean that the students will be given opportunities to practice and develop oral presentation skills in almost every class period. These presentations will be evaluated and suggestions for improvement will be provided to the students.9) Respond with informed sensitivity to an artistic work or experience.This course allows the student an opportunity to work in a variety of capacities in producing a performing work of art. They are tutored in the art and craft of theatre and dance improvisation.  They will be evaluated on their contributions within the collaborative framework of artistic production. These experiences are invaluable in developing a student's appreciation and understanding of the art and craft of performance and the collaboration of performing artists. Key Performance Indicators: Course outcomeswill be assessed by the following means (percentage values are approximate):Regularattendance, quality participation, oral presentation and discussion arerequired. Exercises and performances will be evaluated on the basis ofpreparation, initiative, attitude, dependability and technique. (50% of totalgrade)Periodic course assignments will be given to aid student development and assess theirimprovement. (25% of total grade)Studentswill keep a daily journal detailing what was learned, practiced and gained fromtheir experiences.  The instructorswill evaluate the journal each month. (10% of total Grade)Attendanceand written critiques of on and off campus theatre and dance productions willbe required. (5% of total Grade)Periodicexams/quizzes/evaluations will be given to measure student progress. (10% oftotal Grade) Representative Text and/or Supplies: NoneOptimum Class Size: 12Maximum Class Size: 15Signatures:I hereby submit this course syllabus:Patricia Meredith, MFA, Assistant ProfessorI hereby find this course consistent with the goals and resources of the Dance Department:Patricia Meredith, MFA, Assistant Professor,  ChairI hereby find this course consistent with the goals and resources of the Fine Arts Division:Vance Larsen, MM, Associate Professor,  DeanI have discussed the need for library resources related to this class with the person submitting the syllabus:Lynn Anderson, MLIS, Technical Services Librarian (Main Campus)Michelle Olsen, MLS, Campus Librarian (Richfield Campus)

DANC 2080


