Physical Science – Worksheet 16 – Minerals
Please read the chapter and answer the following questions:
1.  How many different minerals are there?
2.  Would you like to memorize the structure of all of them?

3.  It might be easier just to know about the common ones; how many of those are there?

4.  Draw a diagram and describe the silicates

5.  Draw a diagram and describe the carbonates

6.  Describe the oxides, sulfides and sulfates.

7.  Describe the silicon content and the melting point of  minerals in magma 

8.  Explain how minerals are formed from water solutions.  

9.  Try and make sugar rock crystals by following the following procedure:


Boil one cup of water then pour in a glass or jar

Slowly stir in about 3 cups of water 


Add a small amount at a time until no more will dissolve


If desired, add a drop or two of food coloring


Tie a piece of string to a pencil and then a paper clip to the other end


Drop the clip end into the sugar solution until it is just off the bottom


Allow the solution to sit in a vibration free area for a few weeks.  


Check periodically to see the crystals forming


⁭  check here if you set up the crystal project

Explain what each of the following mineral tests are and what they tell about a the mineral:
10.  Hardness
11.  Cleavage

12.  Fracture

13.  Color

14.  Specific Gravity

15.  What are your feelings about the earths depleting resources and the rate it which they are being depleted? 
