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DESCRIPTION

English is the study of British, American, and world literature, literary theory, creative writing, technical writing, composition theory, rhetorical theory, and (in some programs) women's studies, American studies, multicultural studies, and film.

English majors study a variety of authors, genres, and literary periods. They study language as a vehicle of utility and pleasure. They study literature as a reflection of the human condition. They read and write extensively. 

Outcomes

Students who complete the recommended English curriculum at Snow College will be expected to demonstrate that they

•
know the elements of most literary genres and the vocabulary used to describe them;

•
know the general outline of British and/or American literary history;

•
know the scope of (at least) four distinct literary theories;

•
can describe a variety of literary genres, periods, stylistic devices, and literary theories;

•
can respond constructively to an unfamiliar literary work;

•
can write a mature essay that interprets a literary work within the framework of a recognized literary theory;

•
believe that literature is an important form of expression;

•
believe that they are themselves capable of participating in the literary tradition.

Careers

Students who earn a degree in English should be able to work in the following areas:

Teaching
English majors who earn a bachelor's degree and certification in secondary education are usually eligible to be high school English teachers. With a master's degree, English majors are eligible to teach in a two-year college. These levels usually emphasize the teaching of writing. With a doctorate, English Majors are eligible to teach in a four year college or university. College professors may choose an area of specialization, which is usually related to their doctoral studies; they are also expected to do research.

Research
Scholarly research in English is usually combined with teaching. Most English scholars research literary theory, authors, genres, or periods; rhetorical theory; or composition theory. Anyone who anticipates a career in research should enjoy reading, writing, and working alone.

Editing
Editors usually work for book, magazine, or newspaper publishers. They may have education in journalism as well as English. They are sensitive readers, and their command of the language is flawless. They develop manuscripts from submission to publication. Editors usually work in New York City, though some positions do exist in smaller areas.

Technical Writing

Technical Writers write documents for business and industry, such as instruction books, training manuals, and reports. Most of them have graduated from programs that specialize in technical writing. Many technical writers have also been trained in a technical area. Their most important qualification is the ability to write clear, concise prose. Computer skills are usually essential.

Creative Writing

Many English majors write fiction, poetry, drama, or screenplays. Most creative writers have a gift for language and a profound understanding of the human condition. Although a college degree is not required to write creatively, the training offered by college programs (undergraduate and graduate) is often indispensable. Note that few creative writers earn a living from their writing. Most take jobs in other areas (especially teaching) and write in their spare time.

Recommended Curriculum

Students who wish to transfer to a four-year institution should take the following courses while at Snow:

ENGL 2900 Fundamentals of Literature
3

Four courses from the following:
ENGL 2510 Masterpieces of American Literature I
3

ENGL 2520 Masterpieces of American Literature II
3

ENGL 2610 Masterpieces of English Literature I
3

ENGL 2620 Masterpieces of English Literature II
3

ENGL 2710 Literature of the Western World I
3

ENGL 2720 Literature of the Western World II
3

Two courses from the following:
ENGL 215H Intellectual Traditions of the West I
4

ENGL 216H Intellectual Traditions of the West II
4

ENGL 225R Creative Writing
3


ENGL 2260 Technical Writing
3

ENGL 2270 Writing Instruction and Rhetorical Theory
3

ENGL 230R Introduction to Shakespeare
3

Students who are considering the English major, but who feel less than adequately prepared, should take one or more of the following exploratory courses:

ENGL 1500 Classic Myths and Folk Tales
3

ENGL 2310 Forms and Trends in Fiction
3

ENGL 2320 Forms and Trends in Poetry
3

ENGL 2500 Introduction to Literature
3

Additional Considerations

Students who have a transfer institution in mind should consult that institution's English Department for exact prerequisites as soon as possible.

Students who wish to be certified in secondary education should consult the education department for additional requirements.

In the state of Utah, two semesters of a foreign language are required for an A.A. degree. Four semesters are required for a B.A. A reading knowledge of at least one foreign language is required for most graduate degrees in English.

Students interested in a teaching career may wish to take ENGL 2270.

Students interested in a writing career may wish to take ENGL 225R or ENGL 2260.

English majors should develop as much background as possible in history and philosophy.

As finances allow, English majors should acquire (and study) the following texts: a hardbound dictionary (collegiate edition); a rhetorical handbook; Fowler's Modern English Usage; and The Cambridge Guide to Literature in English. (Other significant texts are likely to be acquired as course requirements.)

Weeds Literary Magazine

Once a year, the English Department publishes Weeds, a magazine of prose and poetry. Weeds is written and produced entirely by students. The editor of Weeds, who is chosen by the department on the basis of merit, receives a tuition scholarship during the semester of publication (usually spring).

The Writing Lab

Students in ENGL 2270, Writing Instruction and Rhetorical Theory, serve as tutors in the Snow College Writing Lab. This tutoring experience provides a unique opportunity to learn what it means to teach English. It is also an excellent way to serve the community.
