
E2280 E. Faatz 1

Course Information and Texts Snow College

Course Title: English 2280.01 Semester: Fall 2008
Instructor: Erick Faatz Phone: (435)283-7455
Office: Human 183 Off. Hrs: MWF 9:00-10:00 a.m. &

11:30-12:00 p.m.;  TTH 10:00-11:30 a.m.; & By
Appointment

Meeting Time: MWF 2:30-3:20 a.m. Meeting Room: Human 144

Required Texts: Ryan, Leigh and Lisa Zimmerelli. The Bedford Guide for Writing Tutors. 4th

ed. (This book will be provided free of charge by the publisher.)

Rafoth, Ben, ed. A Tutor’s Guide: Helping Writers  One to One. 2nd ed.
ISBN 9780867095876.

Hacker, Diana. A Writer’s Reference. 6th ed. ISBN 9780312450250.

(Plan to buy all books for the course at the beginning of the semester or you may have to buy
them somewhere other than from the college bookstore. The bookstore begins to return books
to wholesalers after the first few weeks of the semester. The following web booksellers also sell
textbooks http://www.campusbooks.com/ http://www.half.ebay.com/
http://www.ecampus.com/ http://www.alibris.com/search/search.cfm.)

Course Description: This course has been created for anyone who would like to become an
English, primary, or secondary school teacher as well as anyone interested in writing center
theory and the practice of tutoring writing students. To gain practical experience, English 2280
students will tutor writers who visit the Snow College Writing Lab. Each student in the course
will be expected to tutor in the lab for two hours per week: these hours are a course
requirement and thus go unpaid. (Any student who cannot meet this minimal obligation should
drop this course.) If extra hours are available, English 2280 students will be hired to staff them
for wages. (If you wish to work extra hours, you need to apply for employment as a Writing Lab
tutor as soon as possible.) In the spring semester, all the tutors who work in the Writing Lab will
be paid for all hours worked. In order to ensure that our lab is as good as possible, only those
students who do exceptionally well in English 2280 and who demonstrate superior tutoring skills
will be asked to stay on.

CLASSROOM PROCEDURES:
Absences: The student is responsible for attendance. Attendance affects performance, and all
students are expected to take part in class discussions. I will regularly check, in class, to see if
you are prepared for the activities for that day. I may collect something, give a quiz, or just
check to see that you are prepared with the assignment from the previous class period. These
assignments or quizzes may not be made up. If you miss a class, you are responsible for
obtaining the assignment and class information from a classmate or myself and completing all
work for the next class session. If you must miss class, please notify me at least one day in
advance.

Tutoring Responses: There will be a written response due at the beginning of each Friday
class meeting. Each response should deal with a specific tutoring session from the previous
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week. Use the tutoring responses to help you to explore and come to a better understanding of
the issues and ideas that are presented in the literature being read and the discussions that we
have in class. If you do not tutor a client during the week, you may read an article in the Writing
Lab Newsletter, and write a response to it. Show that you know how to incorporate what we are
learning in your tutoring.

Course Papers/Projects:
1. All students are required to create a poster on a writing theme for display in the Writing Lab.
See the poster grading criteria.
Also, students may choose to write either:
2. Two short tutor columns or “how to” papers (3-5 pages each), or
3. One long research paper 8-10 pages in MLA format on a tutoring writers subject.
Paper possibilities:
- Read three essays besides those in the syllabus about writing center theory and compare
and/or contrast the findings in each.
- Read an essay and discuss one or more of your tutoring sessions and how it relates to what
you’ve learned about writing center theory. Focus on a specific aspect.
- Read several essays and come up with an idea of your own which pertains to writing center
theory.
- Develop other ideas of your own.
- See me regularly to discuss your ideas.
- Possible publication in The Writing Lab Newsletter’s “Tutor’s Column”? (Previous copies of the
newsletter can be found in three-ring binders in the Writing Lab and at
<http://www.writinglabnewsletter.org/index.html>.)
4. A 1-3 page “Advice to the Future” essay is due near the end of the semester.

Course Grading: Written work will account for 50 % of the grade; 20 % will be based on class
participation and attendance; and 30 % will be determined by performance in the Writing Lab.
Each client and tutor will fill out and submit a Client or Tutor Feedback Form following a tutoring
session. Statistics from these forms and the following elements of professionalism will be use to
determine your Writing Lab performance grade:
- manner of working with students
- success of tutoring sessions
- ability to report to work on time and with a helpful and pleasant attitude
- working  number of required hours
- willingness to work well with other tutors if needed
- ability to incorporate ideas from readings into successful performance in the Lab
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