Response Paper Assignment
English 2440

For each novel we read this semester, you should write a 1-2 page response paper. Each paper will be worth 25 points and will be due on the last day we discuss a book.

The response paper should consist of both your reactions to the book and your evaluation of it. The papers will be graded on their completeness and on the way in which they reveal your engagement with the book and the class discussions. Questions you might address in the response paper include

· What was the effect of the author’s use of folklore? Did it draw you in to the story; convey important information; contribute to the setting, characters, or plot? Did it fail to do any of this?

· What type of audience will get the most out of the book and why?

· Does the book have artistic merit? Is the book worth reading in a course like this? In other courses?
· What does the book reveal about the culture which it depicts? In what ways does it not represent that culture—or not concern itself with representation?

· If you were to rewrite part of the book, what would it be and why?

· What happens to the characters one year after the book ends? What makes you think so?

Of course, you won’t be able to address all of these, so pick the questions that interest you the most. Ultimately, the best papers will display new insights prompted by these and other questions and/or respond to questions we’ve explored in class. The less effective papers will simply restate class discussion or recount the plot with a concluding “That was cool.” Neither of these approaches shows engagement with the literature.
