Comparative Paper
English 2440

Assignment

The final writing assignment of the semester asks you to engage with course readings by doing outside research and/or constructing a logical argument on the general topic of folklore and literature. For this paper, you have two options and both are comparative in nature. 

Your first option is to choose one literary work we’ve read this semester and research more on the folklore depicted in it. Your paper will compare and contrast the textualized folklore and the live performances of that folklore. I can help you in identifying sources.

Your other option is to choose two or three literary works and compare and contrast how they use folklore to deal with a common theme. You’ll use literary terms to identify what is going on in the text, but the focus of this paper will be comparing and contrasting what the authors say about a given theme. The best papers will be structured using an alternating rather than a block pattern.

We will spend time in class preparing for this assignment. You can also come see me in my office and/or look for outside sources. If you use outside sources, you should cite them according to MLA guidelines and provide me with photocopies of the source material. Your paper should also be logically organized with an introduction, a thesis, topic sentences, body paragraphs, and conclusions.

Criteria

· 3-4 page paper with a persuasive argument about the meaning of the work(s)

· Specific evidence quoted from the literary works to back up your assertions

· MLA format

· Correct grammar and punctuation

Grading and Logistics

The paper is worth 150 points. The first draft will be worth 15 points and conferencing with me will be worth 5 points. The remaining 130 points will come from the final draft. If you take this paper to the writing lab, you can earn 5 extra credit points. Finally, a peer review process will be worth 10 points from your short assignments grade.

Deadlines

Monday, Apr. 23

First draft due (bring three copies)

Wednesday, Apr 25

Peer reviews due

April 25-30


Conferences

Friday, May 4


Second draft due (on or before this date)

