Guidelines for the Documentary Project

Due Date

This project can be turned in anytime but it is due by October 9th.
Description

After choosing one of the short stories or poems we have read this semester, you should produce a documentary project, which will be worth 100 points and will account for 10% of your grade. The goal of your project is to assemble 4-5 documents (defined broadly to include images, sounds, and even objects) that will help us contextualize and understand the story or poem. Your project should include:

1. A one-page introduction that summarizes the literary work’s message and that briefly introduces your documents.

2. Four to five documents (photos, relevant commentary, newspaper clippings, important research, artistic works that were sources for or dependant on your literary work, etc.). Each document should be focused; if you choose a critical essay, include only a relevant passage rather than the whole essay. Also, the documents should represent a variety of genres.

3. For each document, you should add a one-paragraph explanation. The paragraph should avoid mere summary but rather explain how the document helps us understand the work.

4. Each document that is a published work should be cited, either at the bottom of the page or in a works cited page at the end.
The project can take a variety of forms (traditional paper format, posters, scrapbooks, websites, CDs, etc.). I’ll leave this aspect to your creativity.
Sources and Advice

The best way to find sources is to start with the text by identifying aspects of the work that would benefit from further contextualization. Think of, for example, the use of myth in Four Souls or the references to Southern politics in “A Rose for Emily.” To find sources, you may go to a variety of places including
· Some of the readings in the text are accompanied by links to other literary works or relevant webpages.

· Databases available at the library’s website. EBSCO Host (Academic Search Premier) can be a good source. There are also databases for photographs, literature, and newspapers.

· Biographies of the author or historical/ethnographic studies of the relevant region may also be helpful.
· Books that are available by searching in the Snow College Catalog can help. If you look for books, begin early because you may need to use Interlibrary Loan.

· Google and other internet search engines can be useful, but proceed with caution. Make sure the websites you draw from are credible (look for .gov and .edu sites especially). Also, remember that you need a variety of sources, so projects that simply record the first 5 Google hits will not score as well as more diverse and nuanced projects.

