Graduation Capstone Seminar
General Studies 2010, Section 1
Fall 2006
9:30-10:20 TR
Humanities and Arts 114
Instructor

Name: 

Dr. David A. Allred

Email:

david.allred@snow.edu

Phone:

283-7410
Office:

184 Humanities and Arts
Office hours:
Daily 1:30-2:20

and by appointment
Text
· Nadine S. Koch and K. William Wasson. The Transfer Student’s Guide to the College Experience. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2002.
In addition to this text, you will also need:

· an active email account
· access to the course webpage at http://www.snow.edu/~davida/GNST2010.htm
Course Description

Congratulations on your upcoming graduation. General Studies 2010 is designed to coincide with your achievement and to encourage you to use this transition time to look back at your successes and to set goals for your future education and professional development. Plan on attending class, reflecting on the positive and challenging aspects of your time at Snow College, sharing experiences and advice, and learning skills that will help you succeed at your four-year college and/or vocation.
Course Policies
Attendance. Because of our low enrollment, this course is essentially meant to be a small workshop group, and much of your learning will take place in class. Plan on attending regularly; you will be allowed to miss only one class without penalty. Any absence beyond one will result in deductions in your participation grade; nonattendance may also result in your being dropped from the course entirely. In addition, lateness, sleeping, doing work for other classes, or any other form of mental non-attendance can be counted as an absence. If you anticipate having university-excused absences (i.e. for athletics), let me know as soon as possible.

Late Work. You will be responsible for completing all assignments as they come due. Unexcused late work will be penalized 5% if turned in late on the day it is due or 10% each day after, including weekends (a late assignment must receive at least a one point deduction). I do not allow make-up of in-class assignments or quizzes, so attend regularly. If you see that you will have a problem meeting a deadline, contact me prior to the due date. I can be flexible when arrangements are made beforehand but will not extend the same flexibility after deadlines have passed. 

Reading. The reading assigned for each class period must be completed before class. You will also be expected to bring the text we are discussing because we will often refer to specific passages. Remember that academic reading is not a passive activity; rather you should strive to gain the highest degree of understanding about the work that you can. That means reading with a pen or pencil and making margin notes, folding down page corners, marking important passages, using post-its, etc. You will find that you will retain more information when you read this way and that you will be able to contribute in class with greater confidence. 
Plagiarism. Simply stated, plagiarism is taking someone else's ideas and presenting them as your own. It includes any use of the words or ideas of another writer that would allow readers unfamiliar with the source to assume that the words or ideas originated with you. This can be done deliberately or by mistake. Either way it is a serious matter, and I will follow the policies laid out in the Snow College Academic Catalog, pages 23-26. Penalties for plagiarism may include failure on a paper or in the course, and repeated instances may result in suspension or expulsion from the college.

ADA Statement. Students with medical, psychological, learning, or other disabilities who desire accommodations, academic adjustments, or auxiliary aids will need to contact the Accessibility Resource Center, room 221, Greenwood Student Center (283-7321). The Americans with Disabilities Act Coordinator at the Accessibility Resource Center determines eligibility for and authorizes the provision of appropriate services and aids.
Assignments
Portfolio. Throughout the semester, you will produce papers and reports on various topics. You will also revisit some of your best work in your classes at Snow. All of this will come together in portfolio, which will be turned in at the end of semester. The portfolio will be worth 500 points (50% of your grade). 
Quizzes and Assignments. Periodically, I will give you small ten- or twenty-point assignments or quizzes that will be completed in class. These will not be listed on the syllabus, so if you attend regularly, you’ll do better on these projects. Often the quizzes will be given at the beginning of class to encourage promptness and preparedness. The quizzes and assignments will be worth 200 points (20% of your grade).
Completion of Graduation Paperwork and Surveys. During the semester, you will fill out paperwork and take surveys related to your graduation and your learning at Snow. These will be worth 100 points (10% of your grade).
SCORE. At the end of the semester, you will need to take the SCORE exam in the testing center. Taking the exam will be worth 100 points (10% of your grade).
Participation. At the end of the semester, I will assign each student a participation score out of 100 (10% of your final grade). Students who attend regularly, make comments in class, participate in group activities, and are generally engaged in the work of the course will earn all of the points. Excessive absences, disruptive behavior, or nonparticipation will lower a student’s participation score.
Grading Breakdown and Scale

	Projects
	Points
	
	Points
	Grade

	Portfolio
	500
	
	935-1000
	A

	Quizzes and Assignments
	200
	
	895-934
	A-

	Surveys and Paperwork
	100
	
	865-894
	B+

	SCORE
	100
	
	835-864
	B

	Participation
	100
	
	795-834
	B-

	Total
	1000
	
	765-794
	C+

	
	
	
	735-764
	C

	
	
	
	695-734
	C-

	
	
	
	665-694
	D+

	
	
	
	635-664
	D

	
	
	
	595-634
	D-

	
	
	
	594-0
	F


Tentative Course Schedule
The following dates and assignments may be changed. You will always be given ample notification when this occurs.

	R, Oct 19
	Pick Up Syllabus
	
	

	T, Oct 24
	Introductions

Course Overview
	
	

	R, Oct 26
	Transitions
	Chapter 1
	

	T, Oct 31
	University Rules
	Chapter 2 
	Report of Web Search

	R, Nov 2
	Campus Relationships
	Chapter 3
	

	T, Nov 7
	Time Management
	Chapter 4
	

	R, Nov 9
	Successful Learning
	Chapter 5
	Learning History

	T, Nov 14
	Critical Thinking
	Chapter 6
	Intellectual History

	R, Nov 16
	Taking Exams
	Chapter 7
	

	T, Nov 21
	Library Research
	Chapter 8
	Expand Web Search

	R, Nov 25
	Thanksgiving Break
	
	

	T, Nov 28
	Goals and Values
	Chapter 9
	

	R, Nov 30
	Careers and Majors
	Chapter 10
	Letter and Resume

	T, Dec 5
	General Educations and Disciplinary Knowledge
	
	Best Work at Snow

	R, Dec 7
	Portfolio Workshop

Sophomore Surveys
	
	

	T, Dec 12
	Take SCORE (testing center
	
	Portfolio Due (by 5:00)


