Perspectives on the Value of Literature

1. In all great works of fiction, regardless of the grim reality they present, there is an affirmation of life against the transience of that life, an essential defiance. This affirmation lies in the way the author takes control of reality by retelling it in his own way, thus creating a new world. Every great work of art, I would declare pompously, is a celebration, an act of insubordination against the betrayals, horrors and infidelities of life (Nafisi 47).
2. I think that in poetry people of different countries and different languages . . . acquire an understanding of each other, which, however partial, is still essential (Eliot 436).
3. It is [the writer’s privilege] to help man endure by lifting his heart, by reminding him of the courage and honor and hope and pride and compassion and pity and sacrifice which have been the glory of his past (Faulkner 445).
4. Literature affirms three positions: 1) “there are no plays which are not social and no plays that do not have a thesis,” 2) people cannot “exist independent of the world around them,” and 3) white American middle class cannot be “regarded as universally representative of what is a pluralistic and diverse culture and world” (Hansberry qtd. in Meyer 1796).
5. I would define, in brief, the Poetry of words as The Rhythmical Creation of Beauty. (Poe)

6. Everyone writes for different reasons and with different aims. Mine is not to create but to recreate. I believe the purpose of literature is to correct injustice. People were killed. . . . I try in my books to bring them back to life or at least to bring their death back to life (Wiesel, back cover). 
7. When power leads man toward arrogance, poetry reminds him of his limitations. When power narrows the areas of man’s concern, poetry reminds him of the richness and diversity of his existence. When power corrupts, poetry cleanses, for art establishes the basic human truths which must serve as the touchstones of our judgment. . . . If sometimes our great artists have been the most critical of our society, it is because their sensitivity and their concern for justice, which must motivate any true artist, make them aware that our nation falls short of its highest potential (Kennedy 31).
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