Building Basic Extended Chords

(Major, minor and Dominant) by Scott Wilson

Building all basic extended chords is as easy as thinking the 2 chord triad over a 1 seventh chord.

The easiest way to conceive basic extended chords is this: A seventh chord contains scale
pitches 1,3,5 & 7. The only pitches left in the scale are scale tones 2,4,6 (which is a triad).
Scale tones 2, 4, and 6 are called 9, 11, and 13. To build a basic extended 13th chord you
will need scale tones 1,3,5,7,9,11,13 (flats and sharps on these notes will determine whether
the chord is Major, minor, Dominant, etc). With this in mind we can say that Major, minor, and

Dominant extended thirteenth chords can be conceptualized as a 2 chord triad.
1 seventh chord

Building MAJOR 13th CHORDS

Now, if you can build Major 7th chords, you should be able to voice all of your Major 13th chords
in all twelve keys. Simply play a Major seventh chord, identify the 2nd scale degree, build a Major
triad off of the 2nd scale degree and place it over the top of the Major seventh chord. This gives
you extensions 9, #11, 13.

For example: C Maj 13 is D Major Triad. All Major 13 chords = 2 Major Triad
C Major 7 1 Major7
C Maj7 = scale tones 1, 3, 5, 7. D Major Triad (hits scale tones 2, #4, 6 which we call 9, #11, 13)
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Go try this on the piano. It's so easy!

1 1 0 #—————»p major triad
C Majiz#n = 2 Major Tri i
1 Major 7th Chord = y—8§ —— C major7

Jazz Gem * A great scale to use over this chord would be the D major Pentatonic (1, 2, 3, 5, 6). Basically, you
would be playing a Major Pentatonic Scale off of the 2nd scale degree of C Major. Every single note in a D Major
Pentatonic Scale will sound great because every note is a colorful chord tone. The D Major Pentatonic Scale would
include notes (D, E, F#, A, & B). Below, look at how the D Major Pentatonic Scale impacts the

C Maj13th Chord.

IE) o 39t3 By using the D Major Pentatonic Scale over a C Major 13th chord,

] i = Jr ill be highlighing all the extentions / color-tones (9, #11, 13).

Use DM Pentat you wi ghlighing ? ’

ojgr c M?j(:)rrl;n atonie F# = #11 In addition, the D Major Pentatonic Scale provides the 3rd and 7th of
: A = 13th the C Major 13th (notes E and B).

B =7th
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R 13th CHORD

If you can build minor 7th chords, you should be able to voice all of your minor 13th chords in all
twelve keys. Simply play a minor seventh chord, identify the 2nd scale degree, build a minor triad

off the 2nd scale degree and place it over the top of the minor seventh chord. This gives you
extensions 9,11, 13.

For example: Cminl3 is a D minor triad.

C minor 7

C min7 = scale steps 1, b3, 5, b7.
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All Minor 13 chords = 2 minor triad

1 minor?7

D minor triad (hits scale tones 2, 4, 6 which we call 9, 11, 13)

C G D [F| |A
Go try this on the piano. It's so easy!
C minl3 = m %ﬁ , :‘) ———0 minor triad
1 minor 7th Chord —oJ > 8 —— Cmin7
Building DOMINANT 13th CHORD

Dominant 13th chords have TWO basic options for easy construction.
Option one: Play a Dominant seventh chord, identify the 2nd scale degree, build a Major triad off of

the 2nd scale degree and place it over the top of the Dominant seventh chord. This gives you the
chord extensions 9,#11, 13.

For example: C713#11 is a D Major triad.
C Dominant7

Some Dominant 13 chords = 2 Major triad
1 Dominant 7

C Dom7 = scale steps 1, 3, 5, b7. D Major Triad (hits scale tones 2, #4, 6 which we call 9, #11, 13)
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C Doml13#11 = 2 M T TI‘I % Ihfl‘ \/D Major Triad
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1 Dom7th Chord —y—8———=cpow’
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Building DOMINANT 13th CHORD ntin

Dominant 13th chords have TWO basic options for easy construction.

Option two: Build a Dominant chord, identify the b2nd scale degree (half step above the root), build a

minor triad off of the b2nd scale degree and place it over the top of the Dominant Chord. This gives
you chord extensions b9, b13 or #5.

For example: C7 b13b9 is a Db minor triad. Some Dominant 13 chords = b2 minor triad
C Dominant7 1 Dominant 7

Db minor triad (hits scale tones b9, 3rd, and b13)
C Dom7 = scale steps 1, 3, 5, b7. b9 3rd

bl13
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Go try this on the piano. It's so easy!

: - h.Lbg o
C7b9b13 = bm %\\ b":b ?Db minor triad
1 Dom 7th Chord . .

Below is a theory exercise to make sure you understand how to build basic extended chords.
NOTE: Throughout each line below, the chord symbol is written slightly different but is absolutely
accurate (i.e. some major chord symbols are written MAJ, some Ma, some just M, and some use
symbols like the triangle to reflex chord quality. Seeing the chord symbols in there various forms
will help you identify them later so take a close look at the particulars. In the example below fill in
the last example in each line and, in your answer, match the way the chord symbol has been written.

CMajorl3= DTriad DMajl3= E Triad BAl13= C# Triad AMal3=
C Major7 D Maj7 BA7

Cminorl3 = Dminortriad D minl3= E mintriad B-13= C#mintriad A-13 =
C Minor7 D min7 B-7

C Dominant13 = D Triad DDoml3= E Triad Bl13= C# Triad ADoml3=
C Dominant7 D Dom?7 B7

C7b9b13 = Db minor triad D7 b9#5 = Eb mintriad B7b9b13 = C min triad A7b9#5 =
C7 D7 B7



