Math 1010
Summary Exercises on Rational Expressions & Equations

Name

Score

. . X X . . . .
A common student error is to confuse an equation, such as > + 3= —5, with an expression involving an

. X X . . . . .
operation, such as> +§. Equations are solved for a numerical answer, while problems involving

operations result in simplified expressions.

Solving an Equation

Solve:

Muitiply each side by the LCD, 6. (or wipe out)

6(2+2) =6(-5)

273
6(3)+6(5) =65
3% +2x = —30
5x = —30
x =6

Check that the solution set is { -6 }.

Simplifying an Expression
Involving an Operation
Add:

Identify each exercise as an equation or an expression. Then simplify the expression by performing
the indicated operation, or solve the equation as appropriate.
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