Service Learning Designated Chemistry course



Chemistry Course Service Learning Plan:
	1.  Students will be introduced to service learning using a handout (see following pages)
 	2.  Students will be required to search the internet or library and learn more about 	  	      service learning.  
	3.  They will be required to write a one page description of why service is important and 	   	      what the benefits of service learning can be. (see following pages)
	4.  Students will be given a handout describing some of the possible service learning 	 	     projects available and information about creating a service learning contract.  (see 		     following pages)
	5.  Students will construct a service learning contract and have it approved by the 	   	     instructor.  (see following pages)
	6.  The contract will require a minimum of ten hours of service work
	7.  Students will complete their contract by the due date set each semester.
	8.  Students will turn in a written reflection report describing the outcome of their 	 	      project.  (see following pages)
	9.  Students will present a 5 – 10 minute presentation to the class on their project. 
	10.  The project will be worth 10% or their class grade.

Service Learning - Snow College 




Mission
To engage students in meaningful, life expanding, and educationally enriching service learning opportunities that will change attitudes, beliefs, and behaviors of students and other stockholders while expanding their commitment to community and civic responsibility. 
Definition
Service learning is a teaching method that combines community service with academic instruction focusing on critical, reflective thinking and civic responsibility. Service learning programs involve students in organized community service that addresses local needs, while developing their academic skills, sense of civic responsibility, and commitment to the community. 
Faculty Benefits:
· Discipline content enrichment-connect real world to classroom instruction 
· Provide students opportunities to develop critical thinking skills, writing skills, and a sense of civic responsibility 
· Student retention 
· Meets core educational requirements 
· Supports mission of the college 
· Increased enrollment 
· Professional development
Student Benefits:
· Experience learning in the "real world" 
· Learn new skills 
· Explore careers 
· Make a difference in the community by sharing your skills and knowledge 
· Network to future job opportunities 
· Enhance self-confidence, interpersonal and leadership skills 
· Expand problem solving and critical thinking skills 
· Enhance your resume with real life experiences 
· Experience diversity in many settings
Community Partner Benefits:
· Increased service to clientele 
· Increased productivity and effectiveness 
· Expanded public image 
· Community goodwill / increased exposure of policy issues 
· Partnership development 
· Potential employees 
· Potential volunteers

Information from website: http://www.snow.edu/servicelearning/benefits.html


Learning about service learning assignment

Student should research at least five different sources from the library or the internet to learn more about service learning.  Once completed, students should answer the following questions:
1.  Why is serving others an important component of being a good citizen?
2.  What are the benefits of service learning?


Service Learning Project Ideas

Lead Paint Analysis

Water Analysis

Soil Analysis

Air Quality Analysis
Tutoring other students

Creating Laboratory experiment for future classes

Creating Demonstrations for future classes

Photo/video presentation to promote community awareness

Creation of pamphlets that inform about chemicals or medications

Creation of science books for children or other students

Creation of learning guides to help other students

Any other project that you can think of and is approved by the instructor 

Create an instructional video 

Hold a science night at the college and do hands on demos

Help with scouting merit badges or Webelos pin

Do science demos at public schools

Create instructional videos for teachers

Create teaching aids for teachers 
Service Learning Contract

Students should create a service learning contract and have it approved by the instructor.  The contract should be typed.  The contract must contain the following:

1.  Description of the project
2.  Explanation of how the project will benefit the individuals being served.
3.  Description of how the project will benefit you as the student.
4.  An outline of the steps that will be taken to complete the project and projected dates for the        
     accomplishment of each.
5.  Description of the time spent to show the required 10 hours of service
6.  Explanation of why you chose this project
7.  Approval by the instructor


Service Learning Reflection Assignment

Student should complete a one page reflection assignment associated with their service learning project.  The reflection should include the following sections:

1.  A brief re-cap of the project
2.  Describe how well you think your project benefited the recipients.
3.  How has this project affected you?
4.  What would have done different if you could do it over again?
5.  How do you feel about service and service learning after participating in this project?
